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were revealed, we can imagine a greatex*, and
thus appear in thought to push the origin far-
ther back. But this is a mere illusion, because
on this view, the Beginning is fixed in its own
nature, but our Present is unfixed and mova-
ble). Wo are like the aeronaut, who sees
the earth recede beneath him, when it is the
balloon that rises, and the earth, in this re-
spect, is at rest. Because our Present is not
absolute, but movable, there is no interval,
however great, at which we may not in imagi-
nation place other events, measuring upward.
But this does not reverse the imperative neces-
sity, in thought, for some beginning. It merely
shows that we cannot tel], a priori, how far the
universe may have already travelled from that
origin along the course of time.

Past time, then, it seems demonstrable, is
strictly finite in its very nature. The scoff of
the young atheist, which represents the Al-
mighty, in creation, as awaking from an eter-
nity of idleness, has no other ground than a
misconception of human fancy, a vain and illu-
sive dream, as if ages of time could exist by
themselves, independently of "any created thing
for time to measure. And we can never
decide for ourselves, by mere guess, how long
or how short is the real interval since this